
AN OUTLINE OF THE JUDICIAL PROCESS 
PERTAINING TO THE CHAMBERLAIN CASE 

 

October 1987: Another new law passed in order to 
expunge standing court records 

November 1981, 1st Inquest quashed 

February 1982: 2nd Inquest 
Finds cause for Lindy to be tried for murder 

September / October 1982 
Northern Territory Supreme Court* trial 
Plead ‘Not Guilty’ before judge and jury 

SENTENCED

April 1983: Federal Court of Appeal 

February 1984: High Court of Appeal 

New Law passed in Parliament1

April 1986 – June 1987 
Royal Commission of Inquiry 

(First time in Australia a Royal Commission had looked into 
a case where all legal methods for appeal had been 

exhausted. It was only made possible by the new law 
permitting, which was passed in Federal Parliament.) 

February 1981, 1st Inquest: 
Chamberlains innocent, Cause of death - dingo 

September 1988: Supreme Court 
Legal quashing of the convictions, in line with the 

Royal Commission findings exonerating the 
Chamberlains. 

(Required, as the guilty verdict still stood in the NT Court, 
despite being cleared by the Royal Commission.) 

December 1995 
Northern Territory Coroner’s Court 

Required, to put a cause of Azaria’s death 
certificate, as the cause then on it was ‘murder’. 

Coroner said cause could not be determined. 

 
 

* These courts are also courts of appeal. An appeal can only be based on 
evidence already presented in the Supreme Court, or on lawyers’ mistakes 
or the misreading of legal rules. In the Chamberlain case, there were 
several appeals to each of these courts between each court case. 
 
1 Due to public pressure, a new law was passed in Australia to allow a 
new legal process of inquiry to be held into any matters where it is 
suspected that the whole truth has been unable to be revealed or has 
been withheld for any reason. Previous to this, the High Court had been 
the final legal step in Australia, although other countries had provision 
for a further step. This allows an exhaustive inquiry into all evidence, no 
matter how insignificant, and is extremely wide ranging and thorough. 

 
 


